'IRAQ
members of the Assembly to have courage and wisdom in
carrying out the tasks confided to them by the nation:
1.   To give their verdict on the Treaty.
2.   To pass upon the Constitution of 'Iraq.
3.   To pass upon the Electoral Law for the Parliament
which  was  to represent the  nation  and guard its
independence.
Reminding them of the injunction of the Qur'an, 'it is for them
to take counsel together', he asked for God's aid in all their
deliberations.*1
'Abdul Muhsin Beg as-Sa'dun was elected president, receiving
fifty votes and Yasin Pasha al-Hashinu, twenty-three votes.2
At the second sitting, Da'ud Beg al-Haidari and Yasm Pasha
were elected vice-presidents.3
Consideration of the Treaty and its connected documents,
which were presented to the Assembly at its third session,
March 3ist/ and referred at the fifth session, April 7th, to a
committee,6 of which Yasin Pasha became Chairman, began
under very favourable circumstances. Notwithstanding the
reluctance of the Iraq Government to adopt the High Com-
missioner's suggestion that it openly support in the elections to
the Assembly those candidates pledging themselves to vote for
the Treaty, and in spite of the failure of many candidates for
election to declare their views regarding the issues to be settled
in the Assembly,6 most of the 100 representatives who had been
elected were believed to favour ratification of the Treaty. Only
about fifteen were known to be definitely opposed to it. The
forty tribal representatives, on whom the Residency counted
as the backbone of the pro-Treaty group (they and the Kurdish
representatives formed a majority of the Assembly), had drawn
1 Madh&kurdt, pp. 5-7.                            a Ibid., p. 8.
3 Ibid., 2nd session, p. 15.                      * Ibid,, 3rd session, pp. 27 ff.
6 Ibid., 5th session, pp. 90-3.
8 Al-'Iraq, September lath, 1923, in an inspired article, and Al-htigldl,
January isth, 1924, had urged the candidates to present their programmes to the
electors.
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